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## Abstract

The n-carbide-type oxide superconductor Zr4Pd20 exhibits unconventional superconducting
behavior characterized by an enhanced upper critical field $\mu_0 H_{c2}$ that exceeds the Pauli
paramagnetic limit. In this paper, we establish a quantitative relation between the directional
anisotropy energy $EA*$, arising from spin-orbit coupling (SOC) and crystal anisotropy, and the
superconducting properties of ZraPd20. We demonstrate how $EA*$ influences SOC strength,
suppresses Pauli paramagnetic pair-breaking, and leads to enhancement of $\mu_0 H_{c2}$. The
derived expression provides a mechanistic framework to understand the robustness of
superconductivity in Zr4Pd20 under high magnetic fields.

## 1. Introduction

The n-carbide-type oxide superconductor Zr4Pd20 is notable for its high upper critical magnetic
field $\mu_0 H_{c2}$, which surpasses the conventional Pauli limit predicted by BCS theory. This
deviation has been linked to strong spin-orbit coupling (SOC) effects and anisotropic magnetic
interactions inherent to its crystal structure. Anisotropy energy $EA*$ quantifies the directional
dependence of magnetic interactions and plays a key role in determining superconducting properties
including vortex pinning, pairing symmetry, and paramagnetic limiting behavior.

This paper develops a clear mathematical framework linking $EA*$ to superconducting parameters
in ZraPd20, aiming to shed light on the interplay between crystal anisotropy, SOC, and
superconductivity.

## 2. Directional Anisotropy Energy $EA*$

The directional anisotropy energy $EA*$ is expressed as a function of the magnetization direction
cosines $\alpha_i$ relative to the crystallographic axes:

$$

EA*(\alpha_1, \alpha_2, \alpha_3) = K_1 \left( \alpha_1/2 \alpha_2/2 + \alpha_2/2 \alpha_3/2 +\
alpha_3/2 \alpha_1/2 \right) + K_2 \left( \alpha_1A2 \alpha_2/2 \alpha_3/2 \right)

$$

Here, $K_1$ and $K_2$ are anisotropy constants determined by the atomic composition and
structure, while $\alpha_i$ satisfy $\alpha_1/2 + \alpha_2/2 +\alpha_3/2 = 18.



## 3. Relation Between $EA*$ and Spin-Orbit Coupling (SOC)

The anisotropy energy $EA*$ correlates strongly with the spin-orbit coupling strength $\lambda_{\
mathrm{SOC} }$, primarily influenced by heavy Pd atoms in ZraPd20:

$5
\lambda_{\mathrm{SOC}} \propto EA*

$$

An increased $SEN*$ signifies stronger SOC, which affects the superconducting state by mixing spin
states and altering the spin texture of electronic bands.

## 4. Suppression of Pauli Paramagnetic Limiting Field

In the absence of SOC, the Pauli paramagnetic limiting field $\mu_0 H_P$ is given by the
Clogston-Chandrasekhar relation:

$$
\mu_0 H_P = \frac{\Delta_0} {\sqrt{2} \mu_B}
$$

where $\Delta_0$ is the zero-temperature superconducting gap and $\mu_B$ the Bohr magneton.

SOC reduces the paramagnetic pair-breaking effect by lifting spin degeneracy, effectively
enhancing the upper critical field:

$$

\mu_0 H_{c2} =\mu_0 H_P\sqrt{1 + \frac{\lambda_ {\mathrm{SOC} }"2}{\Delta_0/2}} \approx \
mu_0 H_P \sqrt{1 + \kappa EA{*2}}

$$

where $\kappa$ is a proportionality constant linking $EA*$ to SOC strength and its suppression of
pair-breaking.

## 5. Enhancement of Upper Critical Field $\mu_0 H_{c2}$
The resulting expression relating $EA*$ to $\mu_0 H_{c2}$ is:

$$

\boxed{

\mu_0 H_{c2} =\mu_0 H_P \sqrt{1 + \kappa EA{*2} }
}

$$

This demonstrates that larger anisotropy energy leads to stronger SOC, which in turn raises the
upper critical field beyond the Pauli limit, consistent with experimental observations in Zr4Pd20.



## 6. Discussion

The established relationship explains the robustness of superconductivity in ZraPd20 under high
magnetic fields and highlights the importance of directional anisotropy energy in tuning
superconducting parameters. This insight can guide the design of new materials with tailored
anisotropy to optimize upper critical fields for applications.

Future work could involve:

* Experimental quantification of $K_1$ and $K_2$ for precise $EA*$ values.
* First-principles calculations linking $EA*$ to band structure and pairing symmetry.
* Extension to other n-carbide-type superconductors.

## 7. Conclusion

This study provides a concise mathematical model connecting directional anisotropy energy $EA*$
with the superconducting upper critical field $\mu_0 H_{c2}$ in Zr4aPd20. The model captures how
enhanced anisotropy energy, through increased spin-orbit coupling, suppresses Pauli paramagnetic
limiting and stabilizes superconductivity in high fields. These findings offer a theoretical foundation
for understanding and engineering superconducting materials with elevated critical fields.
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